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 The Hatfields 
 

Melda’s Team wins the Survivor 
challenge  

 Melda’s Team held off all comers to win the Survivor 
games at the 18th Hatfield Reunion.  Melda’s Team was 
captained by her oldest son, Paul Morris.  Paul lead 
teammates,  Bev Hatfield, Teresa Craig, Rebecca Mays, 

Ashley Johnson (Melda’s great granddaughter), Spencer 
Wright, and George Hatfield, to victory. 

  Jenny Wiley State Park was filled with laughter as 
teams representing the sons and daughters of Jeff and Polly 
Hatfield participated in numerous activities over the course 
of the weekend that contributed to their overall     
   (Continued on p.1, column 2)                                            

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

Put the                              
2004 Hatfield Reunion on your 

calendar now! 
 Tracy and Sam Bowers will chair the 2004 Jeff and 

Polly Hatfield Reunion.  The 19th 
Hatfield Reunion will be at Jenny Wiley 
State Park  in Prestonsburg, Kentucky, 
July 28—August 1, 2004.   Tracy and 
Sam promise another winning Hatfield 
Reunion with fun for all of Jeff and 
Polly’s descendants.  The theme of the 
2004 Reunion will be “My Old 
Kentucky Home.”  Tracy and Sam 
promise a revive some  events we 
enjoyed at past Reunions, as well as 
creating lots of new memories with new 
activities.   Details for the 2004 Reunion 
will be announced in the next 

newsletter.  

          If you have suggestions or ideas for things you 
would like to do at the 2004 Reunion, please call Sam & Tracy 
at 614-761-8883.  If you have questions about reservations for 
housing, please contact Steve or Bev Hatfield at 859-341-3985.
    (2004 Reunion cont. on p. 8) 

(2003 Reunion continued from col. 1) 

Team scores.  
Each team 
sported its own 
unique Survivor 
bandana.  
Anderson’s 
Team came in 
second, Guy’s 
Team was 
third, and Bill 
and Earl’s 
Teams tied for  
fourth in                         
   (Continued on p. 2, column 1)                  
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Melda’s Team, Paul Morris, Rebecca Mays, Teresa Craig, Ashley 
Johnson, George Hatfield, Bev Hatfield, and Spencer Wright (not 
pictured) show off their Survivor Teddy bear prizes. 

Roger Blackburn experi-
ments with pottery at 
Jenny Wiley Park. 

Katherine Scott, Jeanette Smith, and Opal Hatfield 
enjoy the Hatfield Reunion cookout. 

Save July 28—August 1 

for th
e 2004 Hatfie

ld Reunion! 
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(2003 Reunion continued from p. 1) 

the competition that incorporated every age group.  Jackie 
and Tom Hatfield did an outstanding job of coordinating all 
the games so that everyone had a fun time.    

 Sam and Tracy Bowers orchestrated the pool 
games on Saturday afternoon 
for all age groups.  Saturday 
night Jackie and Tom created 
challenges that included a 
team member picking small 
plastic stars out of a bucket 
of ice—with their toes— to 
pass to a teammate,  
matching baby pictures with 
family members, and a 
contest to see who was the 
fastest to eat certain foods.  
Another fun game was 
“Poop Deck” (similar to 
Simon says...)—in which team 
members had to demonstrate 
their agility to move from 

one deck to the other on 
command.  Melda’s Team 
proved  ready for all the 

challenges. 

 Phyllis Blackburn, Teresa Craig, Sharon Blackburn, 
and Kim Blackburn once again hosted a cookout in which 
family members could feast and play.  Paris Blackburn, 

chair of the Horseshoe Tournament, awarded the winner’s 
trophy to 
Roger and 
Rodney 
Blackburn.  
Paris 
Blackburn 
and Jeff 
Hatfield were 
second, while 
Cory and 
Kelly Craig 
snagged 
third and 
Sam Bowers 
and Steve 

Caudill were fourth. 

 A highlight of the Reunion was the record 
breaking auction, which brought a total of $2,675.   
Auctioneer, 
Roger 
Blackburn, set 
a new Reunion 
auction record 
for a single 
item when 
Margaret 
Rader bid 
$1000 for a 
collage 
celebrating the 
100th 
Anniversary of 
the Birth of 
T.C. Hatfield.  
The collage 
was made by Joy Kay Hatfield.  Joy Kay also made a 
collage depicting the life of T.J. Hatfield, for which Jeanne 
Hatfield donated $600 to the Reunion.  A check for $150 
was also donated for a replica of the Anderson Hatfield 
family home that T.J. Hatfield made.  In addition, family   

 

  (2003 Hatfield Reunion continued  on p. 3) 

Opal Hatfield and Margaret Rader show the record 
setting collage created by Joy Kay Hatfield. 

Paris Blackburn awards the Horseshoe Trophy to 
Rodney and Roger Blackburn. 

The young adults dive to the pool bottom to retrieve crawlers to score 
points for each of their teams in the “Waterbugs” challenge. 

Teammates pass stars to each 
other in the “Don’t Get Cold Feet” 
challenge to score points! 

Jeanette Smith and her teammates match baby pictures with names of  
the appropriate family members. 

Phyllis Blackburn, in the foreground, makes sure everything is per-
fect for the Hatfield Reunion picnic. 
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(2003 Reunion continued from p. 2) 

members made and donated baked goods and other  
items to create 
a very exciting 
conclusion to 
the Hatfield 
Cookout.
 After 
the picnic, the 
family saw 
Rearing 7 
Sons,  a movie 
featuring an 
interview with 
Virginia Hat-
field.  The 

viewers enjoyed Virginia’s wit as she said, after making 
her one and only stack cake, “the first women who made 
one should have her head examined!”   The movie in-
cluded other pictures and material contributed by various 
family members.  Among other stories, Virginia shared 
how her son, Leslie Hatfield, had saved a busload of 
school children in high school and earned a bronze star in 
Vietnam. 

 Saturday morning started early with the 15th Bill 
Morris Me-
morial Golf 
Tourna-
ment.  The 
team cap-
tained by 
Tom Hone 
with Sam 
Bowers, 
Roger 
Blackburn, 
Jr., and 
Clay Coo-
per won.  
They 
posted the second best score ever in the Tournament with 
a –4.  Sam hit a long drive on the second hole and Tom 
chipped the ball in for an eagle.  Players of all skill levels 

enjoyed the event and 
the event was as com-
petitive as ever.  Kelly 
Craig, in his first year 
as a captain,  led his 
team, Cory Craig, Trey 
Wright, and Teresa 
Craig, to a second 
place tie with Ted Hat-
field’s team with Steve 
Caudill, Tyler Wright, 
and Paul Morris.  Jeff 

Hatfield’s team of Nina Rose Hatfield, Paris Blackburn, 
and Spencer Wright tied for third with Joe Bowe’s team 
with Roger Blackburn, Sr., Samuel Howard, and Ryan 
Bowe.  Trey Wright had the longest drive for the men; 
Nina Rose Hatfield had the longest drive for the women 
and closest to the pen for the women; and Joe Bowe had 
the closest to the pen for the men. 

 The Family History Preservation Committee, led 
by Jeanette Smith, Katherine Scott, and Opal Hatfield, 
had some hysterical moments about growing up on 
Blackberry and the cousins 
going to college together.  
Iva Norman, Cathy Miller, 
David Skidmore, Gary and 
Jo Norman, Becky Mays, 
Paul Morris, Polly Jane 
Breeze, Phyllis Blackburn, 
Janet Bowe, Margaret 
Rader, Joy Kay and Nina Rose Hatfield, and Sheryle Sulli-
van were among the participants. 
 Bev and Michelle Hatfield entertained the tod-
dlers with the duck pond.  This is a very popular event as 
the little ones always get prizes. 

 The 2003  door decoration theme  was “We sur-
vived...”  
Phyllis and 
Paris Black-
burn family 
won  the 
door decora-
tion contest 
for the most 
creative use 
of the 
theme.  The 
Steve and 
Bev Hatfield 
family won for 
the most humor-
ous door and Opal Hatfield won for the best use of the 
theme. 

 Sheryle Sullivan mentioned that the retaining 
wall around the graves of Jeff and Polly Hatfield needs 
repair.. The family agreed to set a date in 2004 to rebuild 

the retaining wall . 

 In the last event Satur-
day night, the youngsters vied to 
break the piñata.  After several 
rounds of mighty swings, Ryan 
Bowe (pictured at left with Sam 
Bower) broke open the candy-
filled piñata.  A scramble for all 
the candy  
ensued. 

 

Trey Wright, Nina Rose Hatfield, and Joe 
Bowe are acknowledged for golf awards. 

Tom Hone, Roger Blackburn, Jr., Clay Cooper, and 
Sam Bowers win the 15th Golf Tourney with –4. 

In an excerpt from the movie, Rearing 7 Sons, 
Virginia Hatfield laughs about making stack cakes. 

Arnold Norman suggested having a 
pie auction at the Reunion.  This 
has grown over the years to provide 
a lot of excitement and a way of 
funding the Reunion and the care of 
the Anderson Hatfield Cemetery. 

Paris and Phyllis Blackburn and Bev and Steve 
Hatfield show off their prize bears. 

(Continued on p. 4) 
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 After the traditional Sunday morning buffet, Jeff 
and Polly’s descendants headed home—anticipating the 
19th Hatfield Reunion in 2004! 
 Phyllis and Paris Blackburn, Marlene and Bentley 
Adams, and Jeanne Hatfield deserve kudos for having 
every member of their families at the 2003 Reunion.  Two 
members of these branches of the family, Teresa Craig 
and Ashley Johnson, were on Melda’s  winning Survivor 
team. 
 

  

  

(Hatfield Reunion continued from p. 3)  

(Bottom L-R) Mark II & Bentley Adams, Dylan and Suzanne Johnson, 
Alex Adams, Ashley and Bryan Johnson, (Top L-R) Dawn, Mark 
(holding Riley), and Marlene Adams. 
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Children: 
 Jeanette 
Smith 
participated in 
and enjoyed the 
Reunion.  She 
has been in the 
hospital twice 
since the 
Reunion, but 

happily celebrated her 96th birthday on 
February 11.  She is back on Blackberry 
and is staying with Katherine.    
        Katherine Scott was recuperating 
from a knee replacement at the 2003 
Reunion.  She is on the road to 
recovery.  She has completed the 

formal 
rehabilitation 
and continues 
to work on the knee.  Aunt 
Katherine’s pies and stack cake 
were, as always, a Reunion 
auction favorite.  

 Opal Hatfield celebrated 
her  95th birthday on January 7.  
She had a surprise birthday party 
on December  27 in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, during the holidays.  All in 
all, she had four birthday cakes!  
On January 1, she returned to 

Georgetown, Indiana—in time for the first meeting of the 
newly elected Town Board!Grandchildren:    

 Robert, Don, Bruce, and Lyle Hatfield have all 
retired!  Don reports that he is working on his golf game, 
while Bruce is still getting up at 5:00 a.m.!  Robert and 
Patsy have welcomed a new grandchild (see below). 

 Bev Hatfield reports that, whereas most people 
try to slow down as they move closer to retirement, she 
and Steve are trying another approach!  They have 
purchased another insurance agency in Warsaw, 
Kentucky, near the Kentucky Speedway.  The Warsaw 
office is about 45 miles from their other agency, so they 

are going in different directions and working longer.  

 After the 2003 Reunion, Joy Kay Hatfield visited 
the Bridge Over the River Kwai during a trip to Thailand.  
The Bridge became famous from the film of the same 
name.  An estimated 16,000 Allied troops were killed by 

the Japanese during 
construction of the bridge 
and railway.  In addition 
to visiting this historic site, 
Joy took an elephant ride.  
Moreover—while working 
out in a Hatfield Reunion t
-shirt—she met Paul 
Russell in Bangkok.  It 
turned out that Paul’s 
grandmother had taught 
and remembered  Devil 
Anse Hatfield!  His 
grandmother remembered 
Devil Anse astride a large 
black horse and recalled 
him to be a very 
handsome man.  Joy Kay 
is now on a new 
assignment and made her 

first trip to the Philippines. 

 Greta Helms is having a 
heart cauterization on February 27.  
She is being very positive, but Ken 
is, as Greta reports, more stressed. 
 Ed Rader suffered a minor 
stroke before the Reunion, but has 
recovered nicely.  No doubt that is 
due in large part because of the 
excellent care he had from 
granddaughters, Taylour and 
Sydney Hone, who nursed him to 
resuming his regular activities. 

(Clan Chatter continued from p. 5) 

Glenna and Leslie Hatfield visit with Jeanette 
Smith on Friday after the picnic. 

Opal Hatfield celebrates a 
cool 95 years with family 
and friends. 

Katherine Scott at the 
Hatfield Reunion. 

Steve Hatfield, far right, relaxes at the Hatfield Reunion with  Bar-
bara Howard, Jeanne Hatfield and Ted Hatfield. 

Joy Kay Hatfield enjoys her dream  
ride on an elephant in Thailand. 

Ed Rader with granddaughters, 
Taylour and Sydney Hone. 
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(Clan Chatter cont. from p.6)  

 Phyllis Blackburn, Jeanne Hatfield, and Janet 
Bowe have been spending time in Florida enjoying the 
sun and fun.   
 Ted Hatfield reports that he and Bonnie are 
working hard.  He has a new gun and says a 100 score is 
better at skeet than golf! 
 Quentin Hatfield is taking a road trip with Sean 
to Pasadena, CA, in March.  Sean is enrolled in the LA 
Music Academy.  Sean is recovering from a collapsed 
lung and surgery in August.  He’s fully mended and 
eager to get to LA!  In the meantime, Tonya, who has 
moved to Wisconsin, is taking the bar exam to practice in 
that state. 

Great Grandchildren: 
 Mitch [Steve Hatfield] and Michelle Hatfield are 
the proud parents of a new baby boy, Willem Guy 
Hatfield, born September 26, 2003.  Will, Mitch and 
Michelle’s first child, weighed in at 7 pounds and 14 
ounces and was 21 inches long.  Not that he’s partial, but 
Mitch reports that if he saw Will on the street he would 

say, "That's a cute 
baby.”   Now at 5 months Will 
is sleeping through the night, 
talking like crazy, and ready to 
stand up and start running 
based on his activity.  Mitch 
got to baby sit while Michelle 
was in New York and will take 
care of him while Michelle is in 
Hong Kong and Taiwan at the 
end of February.  
 Joe Covington spent 16 
days in Lithuania during the 
summer ministering to high 
school boys as a part of the 
Fellowship of Christian 

Athletes.  He and four other men led a basketball camp 
during the day and in the evening would share scripture 
and experiences with the eager young men.  While there, 
Joe and the Kentucky team stayed in a Communist prison 
that had been converted into a rooming house.  Veronica 
[Paul Morris] and sons, Jacob, Caleb, 
and Isaiah, were excited about his 
return to Lexington, Kentucky.  
Veronica has started the coursework 
toward a doctorate in counseling, 
with a focus on counseling diverse 
populations.  She will be doing some 
research on the people of 
Appalachia, so some of the Jeff and 
Polly Hatfield family history may 
come in handy!   
 Tyler Wright [Joy Kay 
Hatfield] is busy with his 

sophomore year at the University of Cincinnati—where 
he has maintained his high grades.  He is coaching 
basketball  and baseball at the Cincinnati Country Day 
School.  He traveled to Wisconsin to do a little scouting 
on Labron James and the Cleveland Cavilers.   

 Regina [Robert Hatfield], Bud, and Ryan Kraft all 
had a good reason to miss the 2003 Hatfield Reunion.  
Regina gave birth to Hailey Elizabeth Kraft on July 31, 
2003.  Hailey weighed 5 pounds, 14 ounces and 19 inches 
long.  Hailey came into the world with one push and a 
laugh, Regina reports.  Ryan is enjoying his new role as a 
big brother.  He is attentive and likes to play with her, 

but he is still learning to share “my Hailey”, as he calls 
her. 

 Bryan and Suzanne Johnson, along with Bryan’s 
father, brother, uncle, and cousin, were named Indiana’s 
Farm Family of the Year at the Fort Wayne Farm Show!  
The award honors an outstanding Hoosier family for 
their contribution on and off the farm.  The Johnsons are 
involved in crop, hog, chicken, and turkey production on 
the farm started by Bryan’s grandfather, who is now 90 
years old and retired.  They family will be recognized at 
the Orange County Fair and the Indiana State Farm 
during the summer. 

Great Great Grandchildren: 
 Cory Craig [Phyllis Blackburn], 
in the meantime, is still busy with his 
freshman year at the University of 
Kentucky.   He hung in there as a 
linebacker on the football team and 
dressed for the UK—Louisville game. 
Parents, Teresa and Gary Craig, were   

(Clan Chatter cont. 
from p. 6) Tyler Wright with Jack Caudill 

at the 2003 Hatfield Reunion. 

Michelle, Willem, and Mitch 
Hatfield in a family portrait. 

Regina Kraft welcomes Hailey Elizabeth on July 31. 

Cory Craig signs autographs 
on Kentucky  Fan Day. 
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(Clan Chatter cont. from p. 6) 

excited to see him run out of the tunnel in the UK 
uniform.  He has been red-shirted, so there are plenty of 
chances ahead for him at UK! 

 William Jefferson Hatfield would certainly be 
proud of great great grandson, Brad Felty [Robert  
Hatfield].  Brad                      
distinguished himself in his first experience at the Grand 

National Trap 
Tournament in 
Vandallia, Ohio.  His 
Scholastic Clay Target 
Program Team from the 
Bob White Club in 
Alexandria, Kentucky, 
came in fourth place in 
the Junior Experienced 
Division.  Since this was 
Brad’s first year of 
shooting,  parents, 
Robin and Tim Felty, 
are especially proud of 
Brad’s achievements. 
 Katie Blackburn  
[Phyllis Blackburn] 

played softball again this year (3rd base) for the 
Wildcats.  She also followed in her brother's footsteps 
and played basketball for the first time.  She did pretty 
well with a career high scoring game of 8 points!  Now 
the decision.....basketball or cheerleading.....cheerleading 
or basketball?  Katie also does well in school and 
recently starred as Sacagawea in the school play "Lewis 
and Clark".   The highlight of this year for Katie was 
when she was chosen through an audition tape to be one 
of the 200 kids from all over the state of Kentucky to be 

in the Kentucky Children's Choir.  She was the only one 
from all three of the schools in her area to be 
chosen.  This meant lots of practice prior to her 

performance February 5, 2004, at the Kentucky Center 
for Art in Louisville, Kentucky.  They performed five 
pieces with the highlight being "Painted Memories" which 
was composed by Dr. David L. Brunner.   It was an 
AWESOME experience!  Making this experience even 
more special, during the rehearsals in Louisville, one of 
the directors singled Katie out and told her she was the 
best singer in her row.  Of course, mom and dad, Sharon 
and Roger Blackburn, ordered the CD recording of this 
event!   
 Roger Blackburn, Jr., has been accepted into the 
National Honor Society in his sophomore year of high 
school.  His current GPA is 3.9.  Roger is also a point 
guard on the JV and Varsity basketball teams at Grant 
Count High School.  He starts most JV games unless he 
is starting the Varsity game that night which he has done 
five times so far this year.  His Varsity team had a great 
experience  when they were invited to play at Rupp 
Arena at UK in a pre-season tournament against Henry 
Clay, and  Roger played about half the game.  To get in 
shape for his basketball season, Roger also plays JV and 
Varsity Soccer for Grant County High School.  He was 
awarded the Most Valuable Player award for the JV 
team ending the 2003 season—that was after being a part 
of the winning golf team at the 2003 Hatfield Reunion.  
 
 Adam Bowe [Janet Bowe] had a busy summer 
playing baseball.  He moved up to the Major League and 
pitched occasionally.  Sister, Abbey, loves soccer and 
played with the Novas.  Adam, Abbey, and baby 

brother, Asher, moved to a new 
home in October.  Asher, although 
a scant nine months old, shows 
that he has definite talent with his 
tongue.  He has real potential for 
American’s Funniest Home Video! 

Brad Felty enjoys the Grand National 
with his friend, Kim Rhode, a US 
Olypmic Gold Medalist in Trap 
Shooting. 

Katie Blackburn, left, excels at sports and choir, while Roger Black-
burn, Jr., right, shows his basketball form at Rupp Arena. 

Adam and Abbey Bowe show off their uniforms. 

Asher Bowe is so talented, he can 
turn his tongue in either direction! 
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(Clan Chatter cont. from p. 7) 

has already has exhibited an extraordinary talent with 
his tongue, as he shows off in the picture.  He can turn 
his tongue in either direction—surely a potential Ameri-
can Home Video winner! 
 Clay Cooper [Ted Hatfield], who could turn out 
to be a future pilot,  earned his training flight’s out-

standing 
honor 
graduate 
award in 
Fairfax 
County, 
Virginia’s 
Civil Air 
Patrol Ca-
det Patrol.  
Clay has 
also been 
successful 
in advanc-
ing in ka-

rate and pi-
ano.  

 Spencer Wright [Joy Kay Hatfield] was having a 
good year on his 7th grade basketball when a broken 
finger took him out for the season.  He was a leader on 
the team in rebounding and 
scoring. 
 Laura Cooper [Ted 
Hatfield] is now memorizing 
40 pages of a Mozart concerto 
for her next piano competi-
tion.  She continues to make 
great progress in karate as 
well as in her music.  Her 
mother, Denise Cooper, is in 
karate as well. 

  Camron Hatfield [Leslie Hatfield] is looking for-
ward to a new brother, who is scheduled to arrive 
around July.  Parents, Jason and Crystal, are also excited! 

 Miss Casey Elizabeth Coleman celebrated her 
first birth-
day on 
January 22 
at her 
home in 
Berea with 
her par-
ents, Deb-
bie and 
Adam 
Coleman, 
and both 
sets of 
grandpar-
ents.  Her 
Momaw 
Hatfield 
(Linda Hatfield) was responsible for teaching her the 
fine art of cake eating! 
 Tracy  and Sam Bowers traveled to Brecken-
ridge, Colorado, for a skiing vacation.  Sam reports that 
Tracy only fell twice!  Now they are back in Dublin, 
Ohio, working of the 2004 Hatfield Reunion! 

 

(2004 Hatfield Reunion cont. from p. 1) 

 The Reunion offers a wonderful opportunity to 
see the whole family in one place.  It is an extension of 
the way the family gathered on Blackberry Creek for Me-
morial Day Weekend.  We all have busy lives, but this is 
the one weekend that we can get in touch with the larger 
family and enjoy all the activities offered by the Ken-
tucky State Parks and the Hatfield Reunion—or just chill 
out by the pool with your cousins!  So bring the whole 
family to Jenny Wiley for the 2004 Hatfield Reunion! 

 

Uncle Sam wants you 

 at the 2004  

Hatfield Reunion 

from July 28—to August 1 

Spencer Wright and Clay Cooper  show off their 
team colors at the 2003 Hatfield Reunion. 

Laura Cooper is working on her 
piano competition.. 

Call Steve or Bev Hatfield 
with questions about your room  

reservations 
at 859-341-3985 

Please send pictures, stories, suggestions and  

information for The Hatfields to: 

Nina Rose Hatfield 
1637 N. Abingdon 

Arlington, VA  22207 
703-841-0163                            Haloni-

na1@comcast.com 

Casey Coleman demonstrates the way to eat one’s very 
first birthday cake! 


